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Service of
Writs of
Restitution
(Evictions)

The cmmﬁ wwmmmm Marshal for the
Superior Court District of Columbiais
responsible for serving process for the

Superior Court-for the. |
District of Columbia. This process
includes Writs of Resfitution that are
issued for the recovery by eviction of
tenants and property for judgment
andfor restitution. In all cases the
-~ following laws, requlations and
procedures will be followed.

Filing
Writs are filed in Landlord & Tenants Court
{1L.&T). The L&T office then forwards the writ to the
U.5. Marshals' office for scheduling of the actual
eviction, Issued Writs have a life of 75 calendar days.

Scheduling of the Eviction
by the USMS

Upon receipt of the Writ by the U.S. Marshals

Bervice (USMS], it is filed with others having addresses
- in-that guadrant of the city and by the date received.
Each weekday (Monday-Friday) a Schedule of Evictions
s posted reflecting addresses which are schieduled for
execution. Lists aré posted in the L&ET Court Clerk’s

office. There are 1o evictions scheduled on Saturdays;
Sundays, holidays, or on Judicial Traiuing days.
District of Columbia Law and Superior Conrt

Rudes prohibit the execution of evictions when a50%.
‘or greater chance of precipitation is foféeast for the

next 24 hours. Additionally, if the weather forecast

calls for teriiperatures: below 32 degrees Fahrenheit

over the next 24 hours, evictions dther than those
designated as Commercial Projierty will be canceled.

Official weather determinations are made daily at
8:00an. and are based on the National Weather

Service Fotecast for the Ronald Reagan National

Airport, formerly National Airport, the official weather
location for the District of Columbia,

‘When evictions are canceled due to weather and
the Writ expites due to no fault of the U.8. Marshals
Serviee, the Landlord will be required to re-file for an
Alias Writ and a new filing fee will be required. All
Writs identified as Alias Writs and these that are
about to expire, will be considered for priority
scheduling.

Evictions that are canceled due to weather or
actions of the United Statés Marshals Service and
where the properly owner is it no way at fault, will be
rescheduled for the next available scheduled eviction

date, providing the Writ does not expire.

Scheduled times for evictions are subject to changed
at the discretion of the United States Marshal,

Evictions that are started will continue until all
tenants and thedr property have been removed and the
premised returned to the property owner. The exceptions
to this male aré svichions that are cancelled by the Comt,
Property Management, or locations where the tenant's
property is so extensive that hours of darkness result
before the eviction is completed. A continuation of the
eviction iider hours of darkness could result in danage
to. property and/or injuries {o the eviction crew. That
eviction would be suspended and woild resume at
§:00am. the following day.

When: scheduling a known Walk-Thru eviction, the
Lanttiord is not requirad to have an eviction crew present,.
However, if any of the tenant's property remains inside
the premises and fnsufficient crew of persons are present.
to vemove it, the eviction will be caneeled and the

Landlord will be- uﬁﬁzﬁ to re-file the writ at their own
axpense.

Deputy U.S. Marshals {DUSMs] are law enforcement

‘officers. Thelr official duties at times may result in

delayed arrival to scheduled evictions. If management
and theiv crew are present at the site of an eviction and

‘the assigned DUSMs are not present, please call

{202) 616-8622 for an estimated ime of arrival,
Posting
The. daily Schedule of Evictions will be delivered to

the L&T office in the afternoon on the last business day
prior 1o the date of exectition,

Notification

The Landlord oy their designated representative will
be notified at least one business day in advance of the
scheduling of their Writ. If the Landlord is uawilling to
agroe to the first scheduled dade, only two additional
oppoertunities for schednling their eviction will occur.

1f the Landlerd fails to schedole a date after three

attempts, the writ will be canceled and returned
unexecuted to the L&T office,



Deputy U.8, Marshals will natily 1.5, Marshals
Service Conumunications of their arrival to all evictions,
1} property management and the eviction crew are not
present, the Deputies will notify Conununications of
this and wait the allotted time (10 minutes) before
cauceling the tviction and proceeding to the next
scheduled eviction. The Landlord of the canceled writ
will be required to re-file for a new writ at their own
expense in these instances.

Landlord Responsibilities

Properly’ owners are respousible for having the
necessary means for accomplishing evictions. For
example, tow trucks for removal of tenant’s vehicles,
a locksmith to gain entry into the premises, hand
tracks for removal of heavy property; efc.

Residential Evictions—Landlords or their
representatives are responsible forr
« Ensuring entry can be made in a reasonable time,
o Hiring their own éviction creéw in sifficient.
mambers. Ses helow for mininuum manpower
reguirements:

House 25 person
1 bedroom aportment X persuns
2 bedroom apartment 15 person
3 bedroom apartment 20-person

(he mitimum numbers apply to those on the site
and available to work. Persons present in only
supervisory capacities will not count toward the
required total).

* Being present dudeg eviction.

+ Ensuring the address being evicted reflects the
exact address on the wiit to include the apartment
mnmber or exact location. (This rmust be done
before the arrival of the DUSMs. Theére can be ho
ambiguity about the premises to be evicted).

* Providing an accurate contact nusber on the Writ

» Ensuring that there are sufficlent quantities of

plastic bags or boxes available to secure small
items of tenant property.

Commercial Property Evictons— Al commercial
evictions are required to be surveyed by the USMS
prior to being executed. The USMS will contact
property management fo arrange for a DUSM to
survey the property and inform them or their
representative of the following;

¢ The momber of movers that are required.
¢ The estimated hours required to complete
the eviction.
= Any other special equipment, personnel required
or payment-of any additional fees.

If the property ménager or representative is

unable to meet the conditions required to safely exe:
gute the eviction, the writ will be canceled, Property
management will have to ye-file for & new writ and pay
all applicable fees,

1f special circumstances exist, such as a known
pet, hazardous conditions, controlled items, or insta-
bie perscnalities, please advise the T.S. Marshals
Service representalive when contacted to schedule
the writ.

Food items, chemicals fo include perfumes,
household cleansers, atcl}, dirty dishes, items posing
a danger to the immediate public, and items deemed
as trash will not Be removed from the properiy.
Property owners will make arrangements after the
eviction Is completed for the disposal of iems left in
the premises. Food can be removed by the tenant
nrovided they are present to take custody and their
possessions violates no kmown law or statute,

Fees

In additien to the filing fee charged by the Court,
the 11.8. Marshals Service charges a fee for execnting
the writ. A Writ of Restitution will be executed by
three deputies in one hour or less and regults in a
charge of $135.00 per kour or any fraction thereof.

Information

Landlord & Tenants Court
510 4th Street, NW.
Room 110
Phone: (202] 8794870

Uinited Btates Marshals Service
555 4th Street, NW,
1ith Fleor

Phone: (202) 616-8631/8633

If a plaintiff or defendant is not setisfled with the service
provided by the United States Marshals Service, they con
apply in writing for further consideration of thelr spectal
clrewmstances. - Comploints, compliments o other conceras
should be mudled fo:

‘The Honorable
United States Marshal
for the

Superior Court, District of Columbia
500 Indiana Avenue, NW.,, Room C-250
‘Washington, DC 20001

USMS Pub, No., 227
Angust 2008



